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My Lords, 

Had the exercise of ministerial po^ner been confined to the 
subversion merely of the political Institutions of the Empire, 
however dark anH disastrous the results had been, to all that men 
hold dear in civil and in social life, still it would seem right that 
the opposition — ^the exposure, or if it might so please Providence* 
the frustration of such measures, had been made by men placed 
in the sphere of public life and called to this legitimate discharge 
of public duty. Political delinquency^ however criminal, had not 
seemed to call for the interference of the Ministers of religion ; and 
although in common with all men of principle, they had deprecated 
the evil, it had not devolved on them to undertake the task of its 
exposure. 

But now, my Lords, the Minister has overstepped the limits 
which have hitherto served as the ordinary boundary of poli^ 
tical ambition — ^he has not only revolutionized the Government, but 
he has invaded the Established Church of our country — ^he has not 



only triumphed over all the principles of her Constitution, but he 
now comes forward to trample on the Ministers, the Dignitaries, 
and to confiscate the property of her religion. Whether he is 
to be permitted to do so, remains entirely with your Lordships — 
but if he could eflfect his purpose, my Lords, then we could only 
say, that principle and truth were vanished from Great Britain — 
she might retain the name, but she should have lost the character 
of a Christian nation. If religion is to be violated in the very 
last and purest sanctuary, to which she could have fled for refuge, 
then, whatever disasters can fall upon the land, we shall appear to 
have justly entailed them on our head — ^we shall be exhibited 
as ripe and ready for the judgments of our God ; and the man 
who is the instrument of such a crime, shall appear to have been 
raised up by Providence, like him who was set on high in Egypt 
of old, for the ruin of his country, and to make her an example 
and a warning to the world. 

It is not for me, my Lords, to enter into any review of the 
political conduct of the Prime Minister, nor to advert to any of 
the cureless evils he has inflicted on his own unhappy country — I 
would confine myself to this one measure, with which he threatens 
the Established Church in Ireland, and address myself to the 
principle, the truth, the justice, and the religion of the Peers of 
Jjie United Empire. 

I shall not, my Lords, arraign the motives of the noble Premier, 
I shall but speak of the direct and necessary tendency and end of 
his government, or rather his misgovernment of Ireland ; and I 
affirm that there is not an honest Protestant, nor an honest 
Roman Catholic in the country, who does not anticipate, that the 
result, if not the object of his administration, is to set up Popery 
here, on the ruins of the Established religion. What, my Lords, 
are the facts of the case ? — Let us ask — ^In what may the supporf 
of a religion be said to consist ? We may answer, in the protec- 
tion of the principles, the rights, the properties, and the lives of 
those who profess it ; then let us try the government of the noble 
Premier by this test, as to the Protestant religion in Ireland. 



What protection, my Lords, has he given to its pjHnciples 9 It 
has ever been the boast of the Protestant Established Church 
that the very foundation of her existence — the basis and supers 
structure of her faith, has been the pure and sacred Word of 
Everlasting Life — ^this she has held up as the beacon and bulwark 
of salvation for the human soul. What then has he done, my Lords ? 
The first use he has made of his power — ^the first effort he has put 
forth of his official authority, has been to strike a blow at the 
very root of the Christian religion — ^he has withdrawn from the 
instruction of Ireland the Word of the Eternal God — he has 
impannelled a jury to sit in judgment on the Bible — to give in a 
verdict against every passage in that Holy Book that could en- 
lighten the superstition, that could reform the idolatry, that could 
instruct the ignorance of this miserable and benighted country — 
he has permitted them to expunge these passages from the Book 
of God, and then he has withdrawn the public money from Scrip- 
tural education, and given it to propagate their abominable per- 
version of the Bible, as the instrument of instruction for the rising 
generation of Ireland. This system he has endeavoured to main- 
tain — ^he has ventured to stand up in the presence of your Lord- 
ships to vindicate and to defend it — and while his plea was, that 
it was for the purpose of promoting a united education, that plea 
was urged in the face of unanswerable fact ; viz. — ^that the whole 
body of Protestants in Ireland, Bishops, Cliergy, and Laity, rise 
as one man to oppose such an unprincipled system. If to sacri- 
fice, to mutilate^ and to supplant the Word of the Living God as 
a means of the education of the country, if this is to protect the 
principles of the Protestant religion, then has the Noble Premier 
protected those principles, my Lords. It is but a few days ago, 
that a Roman Catholic priest, in Carlow, in vindicating his go- 
vernment, is rieported to have used this remarkable expression — 
" they have taken away £30,000 a year from the Kildare-place 
Society, and have given it to the Roman Catholic priests of Ire- 
land!!" 

I must pause here for a moment, and entreat your Lordships to 
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consider thb view of the case* (Mien and often in the walls of 
that Senate house^ your Lordships have called the God of Heaven 
to witness, that you believed the religion of Roman Catholics to 
be idolatrous and superstitious. Is it then, my Lords, a proper or 
a Christian use of the power with which that God entrusts a Bri- 
tish Peer, and for which, alas I too soon a fearful account is to be 
rendered at His bar — to take the Holy Word on which he has 
sworn, that the religion of this unhappy people was idolatrous and 
superstitious, and to withdraw it from the education of their chil- 
dren — to employ a body of men to mutilate that Word, to suit 
their idolatry and superstition, and then to tax the country, to 
propagate this iniquitous perversion of principle, and of religion? 
Since it is not possible to suppose that there could be any such in- 
dividual who would mock that Holy Word, and its Divine Author^ 
by swearing what he knew not to be true-— Is it not worse than 
mockery, my Lords, to sacrifice that Holy Word, to minister to 
the errors of that very religion which he knew, and swore to be 
Use ? And is it going beyond the strictest limits of acknow- 
ledged truth to state, that in sacrificing the Bible to popery, the 
Prime Minister, as far as in him lay, instead of protecting, has 
sacrificed the best, the dearest, most vital interests, and the fun- 
damental principles of the Protestant Religion? 

Let me now entreat your Lordships, to consider, how far he has 
administered the Laws, to protect the rights, ^the properties, and 
the lives of the Protestants of Ireland. Facts must determine^— It 
is, I bdieve> an admitted fact, that under the express instigation 
of Popish bishops, priests, and demagogues, a systematic war 
has been proclaimed against the property of the Clergy of the 
Established Chjircli. What now, my Lords, has been done in 
the government of this Country? Is it, my Lords, a due admi- 
sistration of justice, and of law, to alK>rd protection to crime, 
and to inflict punishment on virtue ? — Who, my Lords, have 
been made the subjects of a most unprecedented rigorous pro- 
secution ? The men who stood forward at the peril of their 
lives^ to vindicate, and to assert the authority of the laws. Who 



have been held up as the objects of pity and protection ? — ^The 
relatives of those who had unhappily fallen in their violation. The 
y&ry men who were the legally appointed guardians of the peace 
of the country, when set upon^ by armed mobs, in the execu* 
tion of their duty — ^when their lives were in jeopardy — when the 
pitchfork and pike were at their throats, have been constrained to 
hesitate, whether they should exercise the first right of human 
nature — whether they should allow themselves to perish by the 
weapons of the assassins, or defend themselves, and risk the pro* 
secution of the government. The greatest criminal in the country, 
the demagogue, who has been the pnmary agent in its agitation, 
has been made, at one moment, the subject of the mockery of a 
legal prosecution, at another, the object of indecent and dishon* 
ourable promotion ?•— What, my Lords, has been the actual result 
of this disastrous administration ? Thousands, and tens of thou* 
sands of Protestants, the only firiends of British law«— the only 
firm supporters of British connection—the only bond of union^ 
between the countries, have been forced to sell their farms, their 
leases, and thmr all, and sedc, in exile, on a foreign shore, that 
security, for life and property, which they were denied in thifr-— their 
Clergy have been, in many places, all reduced to poverty — ^many 
driven into banishment, and several given up to assassination-**- 
Rectors forced to fly, and indebted to alms for subsistence—- 
Curates dismissed, for want of support — Churches shut up— the 
crimes of the night have outstripped the records of the day- 
Counties in a state more fearfiil than that of open insurrection--- 
Witnesses i^alled — Juries intimidated even to perjury, to acquit, 
in the very teeth of unimpeached and doubtless evidence-*-Pri- 
sons filled, and as rapidly emptied of thefrinmatesy turned loose 
again unpunished on the land, to steep their hands once more in 
plunder, and in blood — till all the powers of the Executive, like 
those of a body diseased, and impotent horn inertion, had sunk 
into paralysis — ^Law, but an empty name— Government, but a 
bye-word — ^the Authority that ought to have been the respected 
Guardian of the country, the scorn of the bad, the pity of the 



8 

good, and the alternate object of derision and execration to the 
nation. This melancholy detail, my Lords, your Lordships know 
to be a matter of history. It is recorded in the annals of your 
Right Honorable house, when the Noble Premier himself, has 
been compelled to detail to your Lordships, the miseries of 
Ireland, when having awakened to a sense of the danger of the 
country— -having felt the conscious incapacity of a paralyzed execu- 
tive authority, he has come to Parliament to seek a remedy for its 
weakness, in a most unheard-of stretch of legislative power ; and 
having left this miserable country, to suffer and to sink, without 
the protection of the laws, to remedy the woes he has occasioned, 
he has made it appear to your Lordships wisdom, that it was ne- 
cessary to place it without the pale of the constitution. 

Here, my Lords, let me entreat your Lordships to consider 
whether it be consistent with the dignity of Justice, or with the 
principles of truth, when driven by necessity to impose some res- 
traint on crime, that a man should purchase popularity from vice, 
at the price of the Institutions that are the only outward guar- 
dians of religion and 'of virtue. Is it just, my Lords, to propi- 
tiate the plunderer by the sacrifice of the property that is the 
object of his rapine — to throw a sop to silence the clamours of 
seditious superstition, by surrendering half the government, half 
the safeguards, half the episQppal property, and half the authority 
and position of the Established Religion in Ireland ? 

What, my Lords, has been the plan of the noble Premier ? — 
He has come, at the same moment, with two Bills in his hand, 
jnto the Senate ; by one he demands the authority of a Dictator 
over our liberties — ^by the other he claims the power of an Inqui- 
sitor over our religioiH and what is the clear, ostensible, undeni- 
able object in thi&— an object so recognised by Mr. O'Connell, 
that he considered the passifig of the Church Bill might supersede 
the necessity of the Coercion Bill? — That object is, my Lords, so 
to gratify Roman Catholics by the invasion of the Protestant religion, 
as to heal the wound inflicted by the suppression of Popish sedition, 
plunder and assassination^-that the popularity of the one measure 
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may counterbalance the odium of the other* In the ope, a 
necessary but reluctant punishment is inflicted on vice, but in 
the other, its displeasure is propitiated by the voluntary and gra- 
tuitous sacrifice of virtue. 

Nor is this object more distinctly developed by the nature of 
this bill, than by the mode of its enactment. The necessities of 
the country, the rapid increase of crime, demanded the prompti- 
tude .of legislative and executive authority to. meet it— ^nd what 
has the noble Premier done, my Lords ? He has endeavoured 
to bring the Bill for the spoliation of the Protestant Church, 
^^ pari passu" through the House, with the Bill for the suppression 
of Popish crime. It has been pressed on with a recklessness 
of precipitation, an indecency of haste, unprecedented in the 
annals of calm, of dignified, of statesmanlike legislation ; and 
the scheme was only firustrated by the blunder of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

Let me earnestly entreat your Lordships simply to consider the 
fact. Here is one Bill for the suppression of the most atrocious 
series of crimes, of plunder and assassination, that ever disgraced 
the annals of a civilized country. — Here is another Bill, in which 
are involved the feelings, the principles, the properties, of men 
who are the objects of these crimes ; men, who, whatever be their 
errors, their infirmities, their sins, are not only legally innocent, 
but are the best and brightest ornaments of their country; — this 
Bill, by which the discipline of their Church is to be totally sub- 
verted — the half of their Bishops annihilated — ^their Sees confis- 
cated — their whole remaining property iniquitously taxed — the 
most ancient bulwarks of their Established Religion broken down 
and trampled in the dust ; — ^this Bill, which, if it were useful, or 
even necesscuy, would require, from the complexity of the interests 
which it involves, the deepest consideration, the most prudent care 
and circumspection, to frame> to prepare, before it could be even 
submitted to the Senate— -this Bill is to be hurried, precipitated, 
unweighed, undigested, and almost totally unconsidered, through 
the Parliament-^for what ? .that it may prove 
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a healing measure— a soothing balm-^a j>ropitiatory sacrificed—to 
counterbalance, to mollify the severity of an enactment, that is 
to repress the atrocities and crimes of the knaves, the robbers, 
the traitors, the assassins of the country III 

Are these, my Lords, the principles of Christianity ? Is this, 
my Lords, the legislation of a Statesman ? I have thought over 
all the annals of British history, but such another specimen, of 
the Constitution violated beyond all precedent, to punish and 
repress crime, and the very best and holiest Institutions of the 
country sacrificed at the same moment, to gain the favour, or to 
sooth the indignation of the criminals who were to be punished— 
such another specimen of a practical confusion of all good and 
evil-^uch a compromise of principle between the Statesman and 
the Robber — the Christian and the Infidel — the Vindicator of 
virtue, and the Votary of vice — ^I humbly confess I have been 
unable to discover, in all the history of the British Empire. 

But the worst feature in the ease is, the effort to cover the 
design beneath the guise and semblance of benefitting the Church ! 
What evil, my Lords, has been remedied ? what abuse has been 
corrected ? what interest of religion has been advanced, by this 
iniquitous and abominable Bill ? Are the Bishops so energetic^ 
that it is necessary to put a drag on their exertions, by giving 
them more than any honest man could undertake to do ? Have 
they only half enough of power, that it is useful to double their 
patronage ? or twice too mudi zeal that it is beneficial to diminish 
half their number ? Are the Clergy so numerous in proportion 
to the wants of the people, that it is just, to lay such a tax on the 
Rectors, as to disable multitudes of them from keeping a Curate ? 
or are the Curates so amply paid, that while the property of the 
Church is confiscated, to pay parochial cess, which, your Lordships 
well know, will not relieve the poor of that burthen, but go into 
the pockets of the Protestant Landlords, this bill has not made 
provision to' appropriate a single shilling to increase the income 
of men of learning, and gentlemen who are barely existing, with 
their families, on £75 per annum. In short, my Lords, let the 
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noble Premier point out one single benefit to Religion, or to the 
Churchy comprehended in the scope of his Bill, out of all the 
numerous improvements nvhich might be made, and then he shall 
have credit for intending to benefit the Church. 

But without touching on its details, is it not monstrous, my 
Xiords, to tell us, that this measure is for the advantage of the 
Protestant Religion, when the greatest enemy of that religion, 
unable to contain his delight, started from his seat the moment 
it was announced, and declared he could not repress the satisfieM:- 
tion he felt at the enactment ? Is it not monstrous to tell the 
Nation, that that measure could promote the interest of the Pro- 
testant Church, the very announcement of which was hailed with 
cheers by Mr. O'CohnelJ, and by all the Popish Demagogues in 
the House of Commons? Are we to admit that it can benefit 
the Church, si the expense of our understanding? Or, know- 
ing that it must tend to its ruin, (and who that knows the 
truth could be ignorant of it ?) can we endure it without an aban- 
donment of our principles? 

But let me now call your Lordships most grave consideration to 
the profanity of an attempt, to strengthen the hands of Popery, 
and to weaken and undermine the Protestant Religion in Ireland. 
Let me ask, my Lords, is it possible that a man of rank, of 
information, of talents — a Prime Minister of England, in the 
nineteenth century — a man whose mind has not been blinded by 
the bigotry and ignorance of a superstitious education, can believe 
that his fellow mortal, a poor weak sinner like himself, is able, 
by pronouncing a few cabalistic words over a bit of paste, made 
of flour and water, to convert that thing into the Creator of the 
heavens and earth, whose whole essence, << Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity," is thenceforth contained in the compass of that 
Wafer — ^which man is therefore ' to worship and to adore as his 
Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer ? Is it possible, my Lords, 
he can believe, that man is not only to adore this idolatrous thing, 
but believe that it is to take away his sins before God ? Can 
he in his conscience or understanding, call the worship and 
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adoration of this thing, Christianity ? Can he say, not only, 
that man ought to pay the worship due to Ood, to this thing, 
but the homage due to Him, to the men who profess to perform 
this apotheosis of a bit of paste ? If not — if his understanding 
and conscience retolt from this wretched idolatry, then, how can 
iie reconcile it to either of them, to use the power with which 
Providence has entrusted him, to promote^ as far as he can, the 
prOpa^tion of this criminal idolatrous system, and to undermine 
•tgid subvert the Protestant Established Churdi, the only bulwark 
ti^ainst it in this miserable countiy?-^for this^ to lift his arm 
against the Word of the living God-^fior this, as it shall soon 
uppear, to counsel a Crime to the conscience of his King ? Does 
he act thus in reference to Eternity ? Alas I how shall any man 
render a reason at the bar of God, for employing a set of men to 
mutilate his Word, to accommodate the guilt of that, which his 
common sense must pronounce, yea, which he has often sworn to be 
an Idolatrous Superstition ? Does ho act so for the temporal benefit 
of the country ? Alas I blind and infatuated man, look I beseedi 
you, my Lords, at Ireland. Your Lord^ips see its wretched popu- 
% lation steeped in ignorance and crimen— you see the poor unhappy 
people moved as a machine under the power and influence of the 
Ministers of this Superstitifon— ^you see them led to violate not 
enly all the laws of civil and social life, but even those that 
ordinarily sway mankind against all other principles, the ties of 
self interest — forced under the beck of their Priests, against the 
wishes and feelings of their Landlords««»<hiven on by them 
(for every one knows that Dr. Doyle and the Priests are 
the whole movers of this Prsedial Insurrection) to resist the Laws^ 
to plunder, and to assassinate the Clergy, till even the Prime 
Minister is compelled to have recourse to this outrage on the 
Constitution, to repress their ci'imes. Yet, in defiance of ail the 
evidence of fact, and common sense*— of all the difficulties with 
which he is surrounded, and of all the calamities in which the 
country is involved, by this wretched superstition — ^the noble 
Premier is using his power to suppress the Word of God— coun- 
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selling a breach of his Coronation Oath to the King— committing 
the utmost violence on the Established Religion of the country, 
and trying to iveaken its influence, nay, to subvert its existence— 
for what ?— to give increasing power, and permanent stability to 
the source of all these evils, and the cause of all those crimes— to 
that, which all history and all experience prove to have been the 
curse and ruin of the country III O I my Lords, what language 
can do justice to the iblly of such conduct in a Statesman? 
What can sufficiently express its criminality in a man who calls 
himself by the name of a Christian ? 

I pass on, my I^rds> from considering the profanity of this 
attempt, to examine it in a legal and constituticmal point of view, 
and this is necessarily introductory to a subject the most solemn 
that can be submitted to your Lordships* consideration — the 
breach of the Coronation Oath involved in this bill. For the 
Coronation Oath of the King, referring to the Law of the Land, 
and being the solemn compact, wherewith he is bound to his Peo- 
ple, it is necessary to consider how far the Law obliges the Sove* 
reign to protect 4he Church, before we pronounce on this act as 
a breach of that obligation. 

Here, my Lords, no light and trivial charge is laid before 
your Lordships' judgment— -these are no imputations of an ephe- 
meral pamphleteer— The annab of England afford no similar 
testimony against the conduct of a Prime Minister. The Noble 
Premier is charged with counselling an act of Perjury to the 
Crown, in the solemn judgment of thirteen Bishops, who have 
felt it their duty to deliver their grave and deliberate opinion oh 
this subject. Eight dioceses have included in their objections to 
this Bill, their united judgment, that it is a violation of the Coro- 
nation Oath ; while some of the Bishops, and a body of Deans, 
Archdeacons, and Clergy, amounting already to more than five hun- 
dred both in England and Ireland, having given their opinion as 
to other evils of this measure in other petitions and addresses, 
have taken up this one position ; and in an Address, which they 
have. felt it their duty to lay at the feet of their gracious Sove- 
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reign, have given to this single point its prominent and substantive 
station and importance, namely — that the Prime Minister of Eng- 
land, if he advises the Royal Assent to that Bill, shall incwr the 
guilt of counselling the King to violate his Coronation Oath. So 
that this charge, my Lords, is supported'by the grave and solemn 
judgment of thirteen Bishops, eight Dioceses, and a distinct body 
of Bishops, Deans, Archdeacons, and Clergy of Ireland and 
England, amounting to above five hundred individuals. 

It now remains that your Lordships should examine, whether the 
opinions of these personages have been lightly and unjustly taken 
up— and the Church of Ireland feels confident, that your Lord- 
ships will bestow upon the subject, all that deep and solemn con- 
sideration which its importance deserves, and which religion ought 
to expect from the wisdom, the dignity, the justice, and the reli- 
gion of the Spiritual and Temporal Peers of the British Empire. 

The case, my Lords, divides itself into two distinct questions :^-» 

Ist^^What security do the Laws of England provide for the 
mainteritmce and property of the Established Church ? 

2dly.— <-What obligation does the Coronation Oath impose upon 
the King to maintain those Laws ? 

Without entering into the original grants of property to the 
Church, it is as clear as any fact of history, or any principle of 
British Law, that that property is held by a right as indefeasible 
as any tenure in the Empire. 

Let us hear what Judge Blackstone says upon this subject. 

<< William the Conqueror thought proper to change the spiritual 
<< tenure of frank-almoign, or free alms, under which the bishops 
« held their lands during the Saxon Government, into the feodal 
<< or Norman tenure by barony, which subjected their estates to 
« all civil charges and assessments, from which they were before 
<< exempt— atM? t» right of succession to these baronies, which 
« were unalienable from their respective dignities, the Bishops 
<< and Abbots were allowed their seats in the House of Lords.'' — 
Blackstone, B. 1. C. 2. 

Now, from this it is clear, my Lords, that the Episcopal 
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Estates were held under the Saxon Government, (as they were 
even from £thelwolf,) that though William the Conqueror made 
a change in the nature of their tenure, that tenure was then con- 
sidered << unalienable from their respective dignities*' 

Let me ask your Lordships now to consider whether any sub- 
sequent law has abrogated this tenure, and laid them open to the 
unprincipled confiscation which this Bill proposes. 

Blackstone, speaking of the sources of the King's Revenue, 
mentions, as the first, << The custody of the temporalities of 
<< Bishops, by which are meant all the lay revenues, lands and 
<< tenements (in which is included his barony,) which belong to 
<< an Archbishop's or Bishop's See — and these upon the vacancy 
<< of the bishoprick are immediately the right of the King, as a 
<< consequence of bis prerogative in Church matters, whereby he 
<< is considered as the founder of all Archbishopricks and Bishop- 
" ricks to whom, during the vacancy, they revert. * * * 
« Another reason may also be given why the policy of the law 
<< hath vested this custody in the King — ^because, as the successoi 
<< is not known, the lands and possessions of the See would be 
<< liable to spoil and devastation, if no one had a property therein. 

<< Therefore, the law has given to the Kingy not the temporary 
<< lities themselvesy but the custody of the temporalitiesy till suA 
<< time as a successor is appointed, with power of taking to 
<< himself aU the intermediate profits without any account of the 
<< successor, and with the right of presenting (which the Crown 
<< very frequently exercises,) to such benefices and other prefer* 
<< ments as fall within the time of vacation." 

He then goes on to state how the ancient Kings, and especially 
William Rufus, used to keep the Bishoprieks a long time vacant, 
for the sake of enjoying the t«nporalitie&— that they committed 
waste on the woods and other parts of the estate — that they would, 
even when the See was filled up, not restore the Bishop his tem- 
poralities unless he purchased them at an exorbitant price. — 
That, " to remedy this. King Henry the First granted a charter 
<< at the beginning of his reign, promising neither to sell, nor let 
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«< to farm, nor take any thing from the domains of thci Churchy 
<< till the successor was installed. And it was made one of the 
«< articles of the great Charter, that no waH6 should he commtted 
<< on the temporcUiHes of BMoprioke^ neither dtould the custody 
^ tf i^vem he sold. The same is ordained by the Statute of West- 
<« minster the first; and the Statute of 14 Edward IIL st.4^ 
<< c 4. is still more explicit in prohibiting the other exactions." 

He then goes on to state that, <<This revenue of the King, 
« which was formerly very considerable, is now by a customary 
<< indulgence, almost reduced to nothing ; for at present, as soon 
<< as the new Bishop is consecrated and confirmed, he usually 
** receives the restitution of his temporalities, quite entire and 
** untouched, from the King, &cJ'-«<*^Blackstone, Book I* C 8. 

Now, my Lords, on this authority of Sir Wm. Blackstone, I 
lay down these principles as the Law of the Land, which has been 
only progressively strengthened by successive Legislative Enact- 
ments, from the days of William the Conqueror, till the accession 
of William the Fourth. 

1st.— That the temporalities of the Bishopricks are, and have 
been vested, by Law, solely in the King, as the supreme eccle- 
siastical authority, totally without the jurisdiction, and beyond the 
reach or interference of the other branches of the Legislature. 

2d.^— That they are so vested in the King, not for his own 
use, nt)r to be withiu his own power, nor to be used at his dis- 
cretion, except in the choice of the persons on whom he bestows 
them, as he has no right either to alienate, sell, let to farm, or in 
any way injure them— 4>ut he holds them solely as a Trustee, for 
the Bishops of the Church, to whom he is bound by the Law, to 
restore them, saving the intermediate profits of the time of 
vacancy, and now^ by recent usage, even those, whole and undi- 
minished. 

dd.'— That, whatever be the security which the principles of 
Equity, the Law, or the ancient usages of England afford, for the 
discharge of any solemn trust, that security is given by Equity, by 
the Lawi and the ancient usages of England, for the discharge of 
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this solemn trast of the temporalities of the Bishops, so vested in 
the King, to be preserved for their use, as Bishops of the Esta- 
blished Religion. 

4th.F— That over and above -all other aecurity whieh the Law 
affords, for the preservation of this trust, and the protection ol 
this properij, there is superadded the solemn sanction of the 
King's Coronation Oath. We sImU now proceed to examine what 
is the obligation which this Oath imposes^ according to the con- 
etruction put upon it by Sir William Blacksione. 

And first, my Lords, I wiU observe^that this able Lawyer care> 
fulfy sets forth, in his disquisitions on this important subject, how 
4he true principles oC sound Religion are necessarily identified 
with the sacred rights of feithful Government. He had no idea, 
my Lords, that the Eternal Principles of Divine Truth were to 
be made subservient to the purposes, of contemptible Political 
Expediency. He did not antidpate that day of gloom and guilt 
for his country, when the Mitre and the Bible were to be made 
the Toys of a Prime Minister-«*when the Plunder of the Church, 
and the assassination of the Ciergy, by an infatuated Pofurii mob, 
was to be made the pretextito burst the ties of Law, and Justice^ 
and Religion— to confiscate one half of the Sees, and put down 
one half of the Bishops of the Established Religion*-*when minis* 
ters of the EstabliMied Churdi were to be sought for, who would 
sit down with Popish Jesuits to model the Bible tor the uses of 
6uperstition-«-and, when the King was to be counselled to viokto 
his compact with his people, and advised to recommend the nro* 
tilation of the Word of God, and the criminal invasion of the 
Protestant Religion, to secure the aid, and court the pc^ularibfr, 
of Popish Priests and Demagogues, for the Minister. Blackstone 
never anticipated such iniquity in a Minister, as to dare, nor such 
degeneracy in the Nation, as to suffer crimes like these; and 
therefore, he speaks like a Statesman and a Christian, in the 
Chapter which he writes— 



18 



ON THE KING'S DUTIES. 

Let me intreat your Lordships, to mark the principles he lays down. 

In speaking of the reciprocal duties between the Monarch and 
his subjects, he says — 

' << These reciprocal duties are what I apprehend were meant by 
« the Convention of 1688, when they declared King James had 
<< broken the original compact between King and People. But, 
<< however, as the terms of that original contract were in some 
** degree disputed, being alleged to exist principally in theory, 
** and to be only deducible by reason and the rules of natural law, 
** in which deduction different understandings might very consi- 
« derably differ, it \^as, after the Revolution, judged proper to 
** declare these duties expressly y and to reduce that contract to a 
*^ plain certainty; so that whatever doubts might be formerly 
>< raised by weak and scrupulous minds, about the existence of 
** such an original contract, they must now entirely ceasey especially 
*< with regard to every Prince who has reigned since 1688." 
. Permit me now, my Lords, to submit to your Lordship's wisdom, 
whether you think that the Convention of 1688 was so ignorant of 
Religion, of Law, of the English language, and of all common sense, 
that though they expended all their wisdom to << declare these duties 
expressly y cund to reduce this contract to a plain certainty ; yet 
they so completely failed to make themselves intelligible, even to 
the best and wisest men, that the Bishops and Clergy of Ireland, 
who have so solemnly expressed their sentiments on the subject, 
must be in error, when they pronounce this Bill a violation both 
of the spirit and letter of that contract? My Lords, the noble 
Premier is at issue not only with the Bishops and Clerg}' of 
Ireland, and the Coronation Oath of the King, but with the 
united wisdom, and with all the character of the Convention of 
1688, and with the decision which the very first authority on 
British Law has pronounced, respecting their objects and inten- 
tions in settling the Religion and Government of their country. 
Again, my Lords — Sir William Blackstone corroborates the 
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prineq»I^ which he advances hy qootatiofls from two writers^ aisd 
from the Statute Law^ and it is enough to si^ of then* au^ontj, 
that <liis able Lawyer quotes it— 4Ie si^s: 

«< The prineipal duty of the King, is to govern his people 
seeording to Law/* 

• << The King/' saith ]AractoB, who wrote under Henry IIL 
» onght not to be subject te man, but to God, and to tfie Low^, 
M (ot fke Law maketh ^e Kmg« Let the King, theiefforey render 
<s to the Law, what the Law has invested in him wi^ regard to 
** others— <l(miinion and power— for he is not tndy King, wlioae 
** will and pleasure reigns, and not the Law." 

And again— ^ the King also hath a Superior—- nam^, God; 
^ and also die Law, by which he was made a King.^ 

Thxm Braetoo* And Ferteseue idso lays it down as a principle^ 
*< tksi the King of England most nde his people aeoording to tiie 
^f decrees^^ of the Lofws thereof, ineomueh, that he b bound by an 
<< Oath in his Coronation^ to the dbservanee and keeping of his 
^ own Laws* But to obvialie all doubts and dHfteulties, eoneem* 
«< ing this matter, it is eispressly declared, by Statute 12, and Id, 
<^ WilUam ni. e. % «thal, the Laws of England are the birth- 
<< ri^t of -^ people thereof^ and afi the Kings and Queens who 
*f stkaXl ascend the throne of this realm, ought to administer the 
^ government ol -^ same> according to the eaid Laws, and all 
*« their offieer» and niinisters, ought to serve them respectively 
M according to the same, and fft^rsj^^, all the £aw4 and StaUUm 
<< (ftk%9 reatmy Jhr seewting^ the AkMUhed Religion^ and the 
<< r^^ and Uberiiee of the people ikerm^^ and aU other Lame 
^ imd Sta^Mee of the eame, now ik firee^ Ofte ratified and con- 
*^ firmed o^xordmgkfJ'^^BiBckBtoney B» I* c. 6* 

NeW) my Lords> I sali^atk these quotations JIbr the purpose of 
establishing these prinoiplesk 

That, since it is as detsr as the light of day, that the Laws' 
of England, since and antecedent to the Conquest, renewed and 
ratified by every Statute of the realm, from the Charter of Henry 
I. to the Cdnvention of ISdS', and from that to the accession of 
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his present Majesty, have vested the guardianship of the; tempo- 
ralities and spiritual rights of the Bishop and Clergy, in the 
Crown as a Trustee, for their especial use, as their indubitable 
juid prescriptive right — =And since, by the very tenure on vi^hich 
the Monarch holds his Crown, he stands bound by every obliga- 
tion, human and, divine, responsibility to his country, a^d his 
God, to administer with all fidelity, that sacred Trusty "which 
f* aU the Laws and Statutes of this realm fir securing' the 
f* Established MeHgiofh" " so rait/led and confirmed/* repose 
in him— and since it was the aim and object of the united wisdom 
of the Legislature, at that Revolution, when the Protestant 
Religion was established, to reduce into the clearest and most 
intelligible form, so that it might never after be liable to misap- 
prehension, the contract between the Monarch ai^d his people, for 
the ratification of his maintenance of that religion, and those liaws 
by which it was established, which contract is expressed in the 
jdear and explicit terms of the Coronation Oath — ^I most respect- 
fully, most reluctantly, but most solemnly assert, that in coun- 
selling his Royal Master to deprive the Church of ten of her 
Bishops — ^to confiscate ten of their Sees from her Episcopacy— »< 
to tax the Clergy by an unjust and oppressive impost — to super- 
sede Episcopal authority over their Unions and Parishes, by a 
Commission, of which the majority are laymen, and thereby, 
instead of preserving, to deprive the Bishops and Clergy of their 
Rights. The Prime Minister is guilty of the crime of counselling 
his Royal Master to break his solemn contract with his people, to 
which he stands pledged in his Coronation Oath— to violate his 
most vSacred obligations, as a Christian, to his Religion — as a 
King, to his Country — and as a Subject, to his God. 
;■ I feel, my Lords, I am addressing the most august assembly of 
Statesmen in the world, who know the statutes of their country, 
and who can try the validity of this assertion. 
-■ Let me now entreat your Lordships to consider the words of the 
Coronation Oath, and your Lordships shall perceive that this is. 
Uie very « Explicit Contra/ct/' on which Blackstone states, that 
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the wisdcMBi of the Legislature of 1688^, was expended, << to reduce 
iiio a plain ceriamhfy* and that all doubts of weak and scrupu- 
lous minds about it, << must now er^rely cease ;" and your Lord- 
ships shall see in what this contract, which Blackstone considers 
reduced to such a << PLAIN CERTAINTY,*' consists. He 
proceeds— 

" As to the terms of the original contract between King and 
<* People, these I apprehend to he now couched in the Coronation 
« Oath, which, by the statute 1, Wm. & M. is to be administered 
« to every King and Queen who shall succeed to the Imperial 
" Crown of these Realms, by one of the Archbishops or Bishops 
" of the Realm, in the presence of all the people, who on their 
« parts do reciprocally take the Oath of Allegiance to the Crown." 
Then he recites the Coronation Oath — then adds — 
" This is the form of the Coronation Oath, as it is now pre- 
<* scribed by our laws, the principal articles of which, appear to b^ 
<« at least as ancient as the Mirror of justices, and even as the time 
" of Bracton ; but the wording of it was changed at the Retfohh 
^< tiony because (as the statute alleges) the Oath itself had been 
w framed in douhtftd words and ejspressions, with relation to 
<< ancient laws and constitutions, at this time unknown. How- 
<< ever, in what form soever it be conceived, this is most indispu^ 
** tahly a Jimdamental and original express contract J* Again — ' 
« In the King's part of this original contract, are expressed 
« all the duties that a Monarch can owe to his people — ^viz. to 
" govern according to Law — to execute judgment in mercy, and 
<< to maintain the Estahlished Religion — and with respect to the 
" latter of these three branches, we may further remark, that by 
*< the Act of Union, 5 Anne, c. 8, two preceding statutes are r^- 
" dted and eonfirmed-^he one of the Parliament of Scotland— 
" the other of the Parliament of England ; which enact — the 
<< former, that every King, at his accession, shall take and sub*' 
" scribe an Oath, to preserve the Protestant Religion, and Pres- 
<< byterian Church Government, in Scotland — the latter, that at 
^ his Coronation he shall take and subscribe a similar Oath 



*^ to preserve the settlement of 'the Chttrch of Englanc^ tvithln 
<< England* Irelfuidt Wales, and Benvicky .aoMl die territories 
<< thereunto belonging/'-^Blackstone, Bu I. €. 6. 

Now, jnj Lords,' permit me to obsenre that this Oath is -e^r 
jpressly declared, by this unanswerable authority on Britidbi Law, 
to be, in the first place, « A FUNDAMENTAL AND ORI- 
<1INAL EXPRESS CONTRACT r" in the next plae^ that 
while the principal articles of it are fut ancient as^ the British Cpn^ 
Btitution— yet, << beoau$e (as Ae sttUute^ alleges j ^ OaiA <had 
** heen framed in doub^l words and expressions^ with rela<» 
*< tion to an<^ient Laws and Constitutions, -at tiiis time unknown" 
-—for this very reason, <^ the teording qf it was changed at^ike time 
^ qf the Revolviioth" Why was it dianged, my Lords ? ' Black* 
stone says, « to reduce this oontra^st to a jfdain certainty" -^yet 
]vhat is t^e certainty, my Lords, to which the Noble Premier re- 
duces it ? It is this— that, though above one < thousand of aa 
Upright and ablo Divines, and as pious faithful men ^ ever lived 
in the Church of England and Ireland, with thirteen or iburteen 
Bishops at their head, have, in separate places, and with diffiareni 
views, aU concurred in pronouncing this measure ^positive breaph 
of that Oath, in their -most deliberate and solemn judgment { yet 
his Lordship can tell them, they are ell either such a s&t of knaves 
that they pervert, or such a pack of blockheads they are not able 
lo understand^ plain EngHsh ; and that vnthout the least inMnge- 
ment of that obligation, the King may give his Royal Assent to a 
Bill brought in by the Prime Minister to lumihilate half their Episeo-» 
pacy — confiscatehalf their Sees^-^nearly to supersede, by a lay ccmt-^ 
mission, the authority of the Bishops he chuses to leave themV— ^ 
and trample, at his good will and pleasure, on the discipline, the 
government, 'and tihe whole Established Church of Irehmd ! 1 1 

Now, my Lords, it is for your Lordships' grave and solemn 
judgment to- pronounce where these blockheads and knaves are 
to be found — ^whether in the Parliament of England in 1688, wh^ 
went to the trouble of altering the Oath, because as their Statute 
oU^^y it was ^^ framed in doubtfid expressions i' and chai^d 
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the wordiog of k, as Blactutone ^ffinnsy << to redik^ thit con^nM 

f< A'a/)6tt»«prta«n|^"-— or among the Bishops and Clergy of Ire* 

land in 1838, who, with this « phin certain^" before their eyes» 

are either to weak or so wicked as to be unable or unwilling, to 

comprehend it. . . 

. What nOw, my Lord% are the words of this Oath ? 

. ** THE ARCHBISHOP OR BISHOP SHALL SAY— ^ 

*^ Will you solemnly promise and swear to govern the people 
« 4ii &h li^i&gdem of England atid the clominions thereunto be- 
<< longing, according to the Statutes in Parliament agreed on, and 
<<the Laws and Customs of the same? THE KING OR 
«< QUEEN SHALL SAY— I solemnly promise so to do.** 

I believe, my Lords, it will be admitted, that the Statutes, 
Laws and Customs which had been agreed on in Parliament, and 
were then in force at the time the oath was taken, are included in 
this clause, and that therefore all the trusts vested in the King, 
by the existing Laws were here solemnly sworn to be maintained^ 

« ARCHBISHOP OR BISHOP— WiU you to your power 
*^ cause Law and Justice in mercy to be executed in all yqut 
"judgments? KING OR QUEEN— I wiU, 
. <' ARCHBISHOP OR BISHOP--Will you to the utnto^t of 
ff your power meiiaUitmjAe IjoM ^ Crodf ih$ tnie pn^insion cf 
i^ikeGotpO, md 1^ ProUakmt JUfbrimA lUli^^ 
*hfihe Jbenof AndmU youprimnfe wiitoiheBMop^tmd Ge^^ 
**rf Ms jRedbnf €md to ^ Chwtdtes eommiUed to &mr thargef 
" aU such rights and privileges as hg Laxo do or shall appsrtam^ 
<< to them, or any of themf KING OR QUEEN— ^ this 1 
" promise to do J* 

** After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand upon 
the Holy Gospels, shall say, « THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE 
"HERE BEFORE PROMISED, I WILL PERFORM AND 
"KEEP, SO HELP ME GOD, and then shall kiss the book.'\ 
■ Now, before I enter on the examination of this Oath, I shal| 
take the principles, on which all the weight of the Prime Minis* 
ter'j defence for its violation rests, and see what forc^ they con^ 
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taiiv— 4he8e principles are two^-^For aa to the attempt to identify 
this confiscation) with the Union of Bishopricks ihat has been 
ma^e on other occasions, when the Sees were united, because they 
were considered too small separately to support the dignity of d 
Bishop, where not a shilling was alienated, and where the uniod 
was made to aggrandize the Church, and not as h^re to imporerisfa 
and confiscate her property, the argument is really ao monstrous, 
that it were an insult to your Lordships to anticipate or refiite it. 
First, then, my Lords, there is an arguofient from t|ie alleged 
inconvenience, or absurdity, of supposing that the Coronation Oath 
precludes any possible change, or as it is called, improvement in 
the Established Religion. << If, it is said, the King is so tied up 
<< by hb Coronation Oath, that no change can be made in the 
<< Church, then all errors, all abuses, all evils, which may creep 
<< in by time, however monstrous, must be immutable ; no change 
<< of circumstances in the Nation will admit of any corresponding 
<< adaptation in the Established Religion ; and thus the very In- 
^< stitution, which ought to be the best and purest, may become! 
<< by sanctified intangible prescription, the most corrupt, and the 
*< most indurated in corruption, in the Country." This is one of 
the most specious arguments for this Bill. 

- It is surely unnecessary to point out to your Lordships the hol- 
low sophistry of an argument which asserts, that if one measure 
for the spoliation of the Church wese a violation of the Corona-* 
tion Oath) therefore, every measure for ita improvement under 
other circumstances, piust be so I The Coronation Oath preserver 
and protects the Established Church, indeed, from any invasion 
or subversion, such as this Bill prepares — but it by no means de- 
prives it of the privilege, inseparable from any just and well re-^ 
gulated Institution, of reformation or improvement or even neces- 
sary change. The King possesses, as he ought to possess, a just 
authority, influence, and power, to produce whatever amelioration 
might be salutary and important to the Nation ; and by the ad- 
vice, and with the consent of his Bishops and Clergy, in Convo- 
cation assembled, with the strictest adherence to the Letter and 
Spirit of his Coronation Oath, he could effect a change as great, 
though of a different nature, from that which this Bill would 
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• • • »t ... 

And to shew that I, in cc^mon with all the Clergy of Ire^ 
4and, am no advocate for abuses — no enemjr to just^ or salutary^or 
even judicious^ or conciliating improvements— though I know the 
{NTinciple of conceding the xwrish cess is a fidse .one, and that it 
could nei benefit the poor Roman Catholic^ ]^et, because I think 
the recurrence of parochial annual assessments is made a subject 
of irritation, and is in itse^ a bad mode for levying a tax for a 
religious use ; I would gladly concede it for the spiritual benefit 
of our Church, and to remove even a seeming ground of coitt-> 
plaint, from Roman Catholics. And so thoroughly unfounded 
is this sophistical argument, my Lords, that I would undertake ; 
though no Statesman, if the Prime Minister were, really sincere 
in any desire to benefit the Church-— if he were really sincere in 
any desire to reform the abuses and promote the spiritual welfare 
of the Established Religion — if he really wished to remove all 
just ground of cQmpliant>-«-if he were to give to the Church but 
one just, one equitable concession, I would undertake, beginning 
with the See of Waterford, without infringing the Coronation 
Oath, without injuring one single vested or future interest of tfad 
Church — without disturbing a single See ; to abolish Vestry Cess 
—to provide a better fimd than this iniquitous Bill provides for 
all the purposes it specifies-— and to remedy abuses, which it only 
aggravates* I would undertake that your Lordships should hear no 
more of over-paid, or lazy Bbhops, of idle pluralists, or sinecurists, or 
starving curates, and this not only without the opposition, but, I 
believe, with the joyful acclamation of every Clergyman in Ire- 
land — I say this, my Lords, both because the Irish Clergy would 
rejoice to rectify not only every real abuse, but even every seem- 
ing cause of complaint against our Church, and because I wish to 
shew how hollow thia principle of defence is, and what vnretched 
sophistry it is to argue, that if sUch a measure as this is a violate 
tion of the Coronation Oath, that therefore, every improvement) 
or reformation of abuses in the Church must be so too. f 

The next only ground of defence, and that on which molt: 
reliance is placed, is this-^ 
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^ preserve to the Bishops and Clergy, such rights as apperteili to 
^•then Igr Law; but the King takes thi» 0«lh m his EstfeuHve 
^ and tact in his Legiskikw capcKt^ and tf the Pftrlianlent clrases 
^ to altet liie Law, ^m King, |» Legislator, m^ itesent, ^tifottt 
M mlatmg his O^tth^Hand ihtn ihe I^aw which ^s^pose^ oi Ihe 
f* rights of these Bishops and Clergy being ehanged, like Kihg 
^ observes his Oath by eanying that Xaw inta effbe^ an^'pre* 
v^ sorves to the Bbhops and Clet^, all such rights and pHvlleges 
^ as do by Law appertain unto them I !" Hiis is the ableM aigti- 
Hwnt, my Lords, that is adduced to support this l)ilL 
r And let me humbly entreat your Lordshq^ to Canine liie 
principles which it fnTolves. The Coronation Oath oonskris- bt 
three distinct answers to threer specific questions— ^ 
f Thk Fissi^-^embraces iite Legidativs liber^ of the Motmtdk^ 
in which he 'swears' ^< io govern ike people mcetfii^diiiigto^theSiaiu^f 
^Pa/rUament etgreed on^ amd Ae hxfbs emd eueiom^oflike ismn&»** 
Here, my Lords, ^ the King must be a party to those kWs^is em*> 
|>raced erery point thatean become a sbbfeet^ of Parl&ain(sotar;y 
«iactment*-6very question that can originate' in ^either Housed 
Farliamenty ia'here laid-open to the King in ltii» L^gislatiy^ oapai> 
city, and he is bound, reserving his ebnstitutiociid diteretionarj 
pcmer of the Royal Assent, to govern aeceriMng to th6 enadments 
of Parliament that i^aH be agreed on. 

( .Thb Sbcond piart of the Oath binds^ the Moni^oh to the dulieii 
o£ his JSasBeMoe a«i<ftong^-4>inds'.him to administer and execute 
ill justice and mercy those Laws, according td M^iieh he has just 
sworn to govern* 

I The Third part of the Oath, my Lords^ bi^ds the Kibg to a 
i^pecific individual trust^i<-<-a trust d^egated to him on the airtKo-^ 
lity of ihat Grod << hf whom Kmge re^n, ckd Prince decree 
Juaiiee"i-^a. trust vested in hiii Rc^ Person, in that office ki 
which he is calkd the Head of the CHurdw-a trust which this 
0atlL binds him personally to administer and to pres^rve^-a' trust 
which neitlier your- Lordships,: nor the House of Commons can 
lilt wen a finger to violate, unl«M the King ibaU Arst «bar(don it 
into your hands. --..;;.:.-._ . -^ 
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Tkkf Biy Lords*, i» mdispaUh\j clear frdin every le^ preMT 
mhidk has been advanced ii^pom the siibjM^ iUid thisf, my Lbrcki^ 
is equally deaif, not merely fihom the plain coMtriH^ion e# the 
Oath, but from the very words of this Bitt^'liE^d the eoifiifesnon ef 
the' noble Pr^iiief hhnSelf; ds'^iatf h^ prio^r And^' ttty hot&a, 
it it be indislj^tibly efMAbfislk^, that ^erSovereign ie hovmd- in W 
eotiseienee by iMiei clause of lihe Oath, #o the preseH^ation* of d 
<Ieiff spec^icaily veiled Irlisi-^Mwfaaf sort of sin a^gutnetat is it that 
theve is a r^servatioitf ki iulother clause' for the abiindonment of 
ti^ triist? Who, nr^ Ltirda, but a Jesuit 66uld urgef, or wfa6 
but a Jesuit could adopt aotich a principle? Who that had Bxnf 
rectitude of oonscieni^hiiiisiDlfy eould atletnpl by any sophistry i6 
recoBidle ft to the conseieiHise ^ his^ l^ove#eign ? Who could is^ 
serttl^t the'conscteiice ef the MoBatfch was bound to hid God to 
pteseihMi the saereid interedtti of hts^Rcftt^n, and at ^berty %6 
dhuidoil^'thbse iiHerests'to thief policy ol a ^nme Minilster v4M 
might dbiiae to invade them ? - -" 

But, myLi^^, thie' noble Pk'emier does not attempt to deny, 
asr v^o indeed' could deny, that this sacred trust' is vested ' in the 
Crown, and'-iet me ■ entredt yow^ Ldrdship& to insider ^e a^^gfu- 
ment whi^h he puts, forward^ on Ms admisGaoki-*-^^ Ibis Oath binds 
^ thi^lSLing to the Iaw, 90 long tm the Lsm hisfy ; but if the 
<< Legislatoi^, of whidi the King is a part, reverse the Law, th^ 
<< Kiog b then released* fiioni his bbiigation.** This is his best, 
his strongest hold. He catanot deny, that the Law, as it 
elands, vests the Episcopal Sees in the King, not as owner, but 
te Gktatdian and Trustee. ^ The King then, my- Lords, swearing 
to preserve their rights to^^ Bishops, swears, on the Premier's 
own shovnng, to nls^ntain fhe ^rust v^ted in him- by the 
Law, and if the Sovereign abandons his trust before the Law is 
idtered, by the Minister's own concession, he vioia^ his Oa(!h( 
He is tied and bound by the Lttw a^d by his Oath to the Law 
and the Trust, undl the Law itf n^Verseld. Now, my Lords, the 
policy of ihe Minister,- is not the' Law-— nor his counsel, nor 
that of all his Cabinet, is not the Law-MJut trhen a Bill has passed 
the two houses df Parlianient, a^nd received the Royal assent, then; 
tvhen that Royal asseiit is given, thitt BiH b become Law ; and till 

E 
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this process is completed, to create a new Law, the King, on the 
Minbter's own argument, is bound by his Oath, to,maintfiii| the 
existing Law, that is, the Trust of these Bishopricks^ which the 
Law has vested in him. 

. But, now, my Lords, mark the dilemma, ip which this has 
ptlaced the Premier — he wants to get at these Bishopricks, to con- 
fiscate them for Parish Cess — ^but these Bishopricks are vested in 
the King — the King is sworn to keep them by the Law, he cannot^ 
therefore, abandon his Trust, till the Law is changed; and haw 
is the Minister to get them into .his power, to make them the sub- 
ject of a legal enactment? . For, by hb own confession, they 
are not in his power, being now in the King's custody. ; liyib^ 
my Lords, does the Prime Minister do? how floes he .atten^t tp 
extricate himself from this inextricable difficulty ? Having cfm- 
iessed, that his Royal Master is bound by his Oath, to preserve 
his sacred Trust, until the Law is changed, he sends down the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, with a Bill to the Hou^.qf Com- 
mons, in which he asserts that his Sovereign, Juf^ t». the first 
imtcmce, abandoned his Trusty in order to enable him to pass the 
Lam ! Behold, my Lords, the words of this Bill ? — 

<* Whereas, his Majesty, has been graciously pleased to signify, 
<< that he has placed at the disposal of Parliament, his interest in 
<< the temporalities, and custody thereof, of the several Bishop- 
,<< ricks, and Arohbishopricks, mentioned in this Act." 

The Noble Premier attempts, my Lords, to vindicate his coun- 
sel, to his Sovereign, by asserting, that he is bound by his Oath, to 
the Law, that is, to his Trust, till the Law is reversed — and then he 
presumes to represent, in the body of his Bill, that his Sovereign has 
actually abandoned his Trust, not only before the Law is reversed 
-^but even before he could make a motion on the subject of re- 
T^ersing the Law II! 

How, now, let me ask, my Lords, does the King dispose of 
Bishopricks ? is it in his Executive or in his Legislative capacity ? 
Certainly in his Executive.' But, saith the Noble Premier, he is 
sworn only in his Executive and free in his Legislative capacity. 
Grant that this Jesuitical quibble, with which he would attempt 
to vindicate his counsel^ were even true or just ; its truth and jies-« 
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tice would jUI] ilppa -hisi 0W&( head ^ for, ;while his. Lordship 
knowledges: the pUigation of <he Oath to guard the iruAty inf one 
sense; he repr^eots hia Sovereign, in that very s^ise^t as hairiiig 
violated the oblig^tion^he represents his Graqious Master, in.li 
Bill of Parliament, as having broken his trust in the eapadity df 
tbe:<£xeciitive afMhority, to put it into the Minister's power tdi 
qiake hiid renouisce . that tru^t iti' the Legislative I His ^ffft" 
ment is,^^ that a certain legal process alone is previously necessi^^ 
to enable the King to do what he, the Minister, wishes, without 
a, crime ; and then he represents^his Royal Master as having beetH 
in tho; first instance, guilty of the crime, to put it in the Minis* 
ter's power < to being about this legal process 1 1 Is this, my Lordd, 
fideli^ to a Sovereign ? Is this regard Ibr his Honor? Is this 
veneration for his sacred Person? . Is this respect for his Rell^ 
gion? Is this any sense of the soieinnity of an Oath— of thct 
most sacred obUgatipi^ that can bind man to his fellow-crea^ 
ture-^-that can bind a Monarch to his subjects, his country,^ or his 
God? Wh0 is theris, my.LordS) ,who would not shrink insttno- 
tiyely, not le^, for his friend, than for himself, from a scispictoa 
that even the levity of the world could attafdi, not to his Onth, 
but to hi? Honor ? And Q, my XiOnls, is' it the part of a Peer of 
Brit^in> for any scheme of policy,. to 'counsel his Royal MeMer-J^ 
an: act, which the gravest men in. h^i dominions have pronounced 
In their cons^noo and judgment, tOib^ a violation not of hjb 
Honor, bat his. Oath ? , . . ' , 

How long,. my Lords, are the saacred principles of truth, of vu> 
tue^.and of religion, to. be saerifi^ upon the altar of base, politi- 
cal eiqpediency ? How-ioiog is position after position to be. abad<> 
dpned to the enemies of order^ of justico,. and of Christianity^ 
while there are nonO' to arise to d^dd them ? When, my LordSj, 
when is a stand to be made? Is it when, nothing worth maintaining 
has been left ? When is: there to be a rally for the (riends of vir- 
tue ? Is it wheJd all i^'lo^t, ,and when they are scuttered in des- 
pair ? Have all the standard bearcErs of the nation fainted, that 
there is none to lift up an ensign for the rescue ; no, not even 
when the altars of our God $ie to be tnimpled to the very eartdi ? 

Q| -my L^rds, there was a time, when the thunder of a Chatham's 
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ekctrk Elo^eace could waken kilo lifii ikeTOfyPictaHroB oC^yoiir 
Lordship's Ancestors) the Ptflars, the Gcuurdiaiis of thevtCbwa^B 
dMgaity md honor, and summon lliem> to sliand ^onty fiwm^g frotti 
die tapestry, that himgs around those venerable wafls, a^ awf^ into 
the' silence of aiyashed and eonsdioits guilty th)s «Mb who'^ooid 
dire to trample on the rights of Justice and Religion^ e^i<^^ 
relation to a foreign dime. Nowf alas I my Lords, • they af* tttt 
to be trodden under foot, within our oim, and i^all noB# slaiid 
up within those walls, to rear them even from the v^ duM^ 
Shall none arise like him to ** pass eyen on tibe very dmne-of 
sacrilege itself, the righteous sentence p( just, and holy^and de- 
eisive indignation ? • Shall there be none to call upon tlie> Judges^ 
to « inteipose the purity of their Ermine?" None to invokO' the 
Bishops, to "interpose the sanctity of their Lawn?" Whonlke 
interests of the Religion of Christ, are to be suirendered t^ ^ 
base, and antichristian Superstition— Hfdben those who ought i» be 
its sacred Ghiardians, can betray the conscience of the Kiis^i'^-^aiiid 
men can be found to take counsel with the Ministers of 4hait 
Superstition to mutilate and suppress the Word of th^Gedttt - 

Does the Noble Premier suppose, my Lords, that because,' of 
all the classes of his Subjects that surround the British- Throile> 
the Ministers of the Established Church, have been ever most 
conspicuous for loyalty and devotion,' to the Person, iandGoy^fm* 
mepit of their King; that he shall &d a shelter beneath' 'the 
canopy of the Throne, in daring to counsel a violation v of tke 
Coronation Oath^-^^ if we should be afraid^ from motives of deli- 
cacy tp4>up Sovereign^ to expos^ and to denouni^ ihe erkse«-«- 
Ne ! the very fHrineipl^' my Lords, of loyalty, and of clevoted 
attadiment to our King, the sense of dutiful respect— -of roll* 
gibus aiixiety >for the eternal interests of our gracious Moncurdi, 
is that which ought to draw forth our loud protest, as Ministers 
of God, against the man, who would attempt to counsel, and 
leadihe Royal conscience into such a «rime as this. 

The Noble Premier, my Lords, may view this Oath as but 
a State concern, which Policy may dictate, and with which 
Policy may dispense. We view it, my Lords, as a sacred 
obligation to the living- God, commensurate with the ejiistence 
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and %h9 thnme of: bim who made iU We know wmI fioel Ui* 
full importance of that admirable maxim of our Coi|8tilution» 
thai' ^iAe Mmgt «m ^ no nmmg" ^ and-we hm) tbe vise 
and sfiihitary fvinciple Which plaeA^ bf tiiis Mkate and uacM 
fi«tioii» the Highest Aulkoiity IB tii« reilm» aUhe '% beymi>lh0 
respondbilitjy so above ev^ the impotation^ ol Any etiVN^ and 
makeit thei Minister^ ihe agent «to is teidnaUs andviteoekmiabli^ 
k> the Nalidmr TherBfoi%^«^dEiefdi,«it!ts thedlity'of '#?er3r)4e3ml 
subject, and iBifaeve sdV df every MiniiMMr of 6od'^ EtenMl Tn^ 
idiow6uidnotib^ Hn aooessarjT before tibs fad, to lift, liia loud 
protest agwiiBtlJiat crane/ of whkhy' in the eyes of M^ 
the sole responsibUity detblves not open einr Gracious Scrver^gn 
but upon the Minister. '■■^'- oil •• ^r 

But, my Lords^ Habile we most wittingly enter wto the spirit of 
the "ptineiple that << Ae IBng^em ih- no ^nxmgp" as a matlm'of the 
BritishlOonstiluiioil? we do not forget that onr fioytd Master it 
th» setvfemib of a King who JcnoHsnof no sudi fiction^ tarnference to 
OBysihhert thou^ hist were sJsated on a Throne^«*« Kittg, fnnii 
n4iose judgmenl beither the policy of theCabinetf nor^e poiieiP of 
the Qronoiy^ean affiMRdany plea^6r any protectiiMi, '¥> the Minister 
or.to the Monarch. 'jAml>thereloce,* while we nrould moet^ humbly 
but! most fhithfuUy/ both- warn ^ndiexhort our Gradous^jSovereigb, 
not m' reference to owsehes^; te'^vHuMB-he^is not acco«mtab&eH»4Hit 
m reference to 4lisit<Godio whomiie is^-^n^ fed the iiibre loudly 
called on to ei^se arid lo deneuneet/thAt^nmny mho wobld attempt 
so criminally to mislead the tRoyal« ttonSeieniQai ; - O, toy Lordsy is 
it because, in the presentibr?o«r tad* rage f of ^svperstition, infidey 
lity, and democratic fury against the Established Church, a 
Minister ma^^ bojto to escape not onty with impunity, but with 
applause, and 'to drown the mice -of Justicey of Tni^y and of 
Helicon, in the vbouts Of « radical, ^ain Infidel imd. popish mob; 
is it, therefore, my Lords; 'be- is to -oonnscdhis Sovereign, to 
sacrifice that which is dearer to him than his life, his honor, or 
his crown— ^dt he ti to make the solemnities of the next world 
tobservient to the purposes <^ power' and popularity in this— 
teid throw, without remorse, die tMnendons responsibHity upon 
that saciM imd anointtd Head> bc(ft#e^the bar of Him,^'from 



wbesd tribmial there is no retreirt, and ^ai^Me*MNitiiitK5e'tiiive 
k'lib i^>ped[« ■• ■ -' ■ •■ '« ■ •>.*.-•-•• ;•■"• H't. 

And now, my Lord$> that the real nature of this tketaiibrey may 
eoiae more clearly, and f^ndnsii^lj before, ybnf ^Ldriship^ 
jadgmenty I shall defer leir a moment, the consideration ei iM 
^estion in reference to bier most Gracious Majesty, till I make 
an applicatbn of the Golden Ride, to tibe- case, that shall Inrk^, 
I trabt, a sense of contritiob to tUe breast bi thai nobl^^XiOftf <m 
whom* t^ iveight must fidl, and carry home confrietion to- the 
^on^ience, and the understanding not only of thkt^Moai'A'ngiiiit 
Assembly, whom I have the honor to addre^, but to tiiat of ef^my. 
fair and honest man, that shall see and fedi the truth, and pewelp 
of the application. !, if j-t :r 

- •■ I mil suppose, my Lords, &at the Law ol England had foated 
in 'the Prime JVIinister, for the time being, the. whole of thai 
Bcclesiastical Patronage, Responsibilifty and Trust, whkii''it «hii* 
vested in the person of the Monarch^— I will suppose, diat he had 
the Custody and < Guardianship^: of the Bishopricks, and Hi^einpc^^ 
ralities of the Church, and thJEit immediately on his. entrance upon 
the duties of his office, he was obliged to take, among the Pears, 
in the House of Lords, the Oath whidi the King takes, at fan 
Coronation. Now, that we may bring the Actaind Oatfa>; intd 
direct' comparison and contrast, 1 will suppose, my Lords, that on 
the very Night the Prime Minister were to take this Oath,-* on 
that same Night he were to bring forward this BiU. : , 

His >Lord8hip shall state his own case, wi&out sophistry or 
circumlocution, and ihea, my Lords^ tee how it stands.. : o . : 



PRIJVliE MINISTER SWEARS-.., /. 
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' ^^IwiUio the uimbH ^ m^ pmtfer ^mifUaih the laws cfvChd, 
^ the trite profimon of the .Qospei^ and the ProteHcmt refinined 
*^ Edigiion eeUAUshed by the law-^So help me God" 

PRIME JJdINISTER LEGISLATES— 

^I bring in [a- biily ^My Lordsy entitled— A BILL TO 
« ALTBR AND AMEND THE LAWS RELATING TO 
♦iTHE TEMPORALITIES OF THE CHURCH )0F 
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f* IREXeAND^ whidi is expediefU to canciUaie Aetnembers rf the 
^ Chmrf^'rf Homey a cku/rck so fiwfr&m ^ihe.4rueprqfe9H0n of 
** the Gospel^ that we have often sworn it to &# < Idolatroug and 
*^ Superstitioua -r^this biU is to qualify and eountecbalance another, 
«^which is necessary to suppress Popish, plunder and assilssination 
«< of the Protestant Clergy, and Popish resistance to the laws in 
^< Ireland ; and this bill shall sp afiesct < the Protestiwt reformed 
f^ Religk)n' in that country, that the Popish members of the House 
*^ of Commons shall bail its announcement v^ joyous shouts 
^^ of accfaunatton.": . 

PRIME MINISTER SWEARS^ 

*^ 1 wiU preserve unto ^ Bishops amd Clergy of this realm 
<< and to 7^ CTntrehes eommiited U> their charge^ all such rights 
^^'€mdprwU^esas by km do or ehaU appertoAn to them or asiy of 
^^ them, ctU this I premise to do* After this the Prime Minister 
^ laying . his hand upo^ the^ Holy Gospels shall say, * The flings 
*^ which I haee here before promised IwiUperfhrm and keep-'^So 
^ help me Ged,* " and then shall kiss the book* 

. PRIME MINISTER LEGISLATES^ 

i. <^ I bring in a bill my Lordi9,.to abolish the offices of ten of the 
.<^ Bishops of the Establi^ed Church, to alienate their Sees, 
><< to sell for ever their residences, and to vest the produce in 
<< Commissioners to pay parish cess and for other purposes* X 
^shall raise money, besides, upon the sale in perpetuity of their 
** leases, which I shall devote to the uses of the state ; oif perhaps 
<< to pay the Popish Priests; I shall lower the revenues,. and lay a 
«! graduated tax on the few' Bishops that remain, and on all <the 
>< Clergy of Ireland without their concurrence or consent*-'. 

^ I i^all appoint a Commission chiefly of laymen who shall 
^< supersede Episcopal jurisdiction over aU the Unions inlrelnud, 
<< amounting to half tiie parishes. I shall give these Unions into 
<< their hands to dissolve them^ and to suspend the 'presentation 
^ of the Clergy to all the parishes , of these Uniqns on which no 
<^ Churches arie built, and where Uiera has bfsen no service for the 
^ three last years ; and I will allo^aci ChmrChes to be built when 
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« the IVotestantB are too hw or too poor to aiiaaaiibe «-sum 
^« idficieiit to onsore a good Protestant coAgr^gaitioiv » the 

<< Aadmeo nqr Lords, tho Law hai nested kt mj coBtodtf and 
^ trust tho rights and prinlogoa of thf). Bishojpa U6ttlio»ed>in vaiy 
^oath, so that-yovr Lord^pi eaniiot toueb^^Miftor daalnitfa 
M them as tho Latv" stands, liU I<givo np my trust, Ikeiehf g^y jf 
•*^ai I ahtmdm'mmd f^itpUuU Irasl fa yotw?- Xo r i Wj (»»i / 
*^ place ai the Hepoeid cf Pm^iamewt^ my «iife9»««tf 'tii' vAr 4imf- 
^^ moralities and cwtocfy thereofi of aU ^ ArMMapmdoe^and 
<< Bishoprkki whkh I inUnd hy this hiU to oonfiscaU m As 
«< Chmrdi of Ireland.'' 

Thersy my Lords, is the Prime Miaistef's Doth ! M 
Hersy my Lords, is the PHme-Minister'^ Bill 1 PI I ! I 
Necessary a& it is to^^ihibit th^ condtt^ of tke^ Noble fteseket 
in the light that it deservefs before the Natiois, still v«Bpoet'fti«^4ii)i 
Lordship's feelings aS'a'man,^and profound respect for yoniiiLordk 
ibip's August Assend4y» aonstraias me to plead the melaneboly 
necessity which that conduct to<nqr Religion and. my Country, has 
imposed, for exhibiting a member of your Lordship's Right 
Honorable House, ereu in imagination, in such an attitude before 
you, that it is impossible to detormine whether it. most betrays a 
prostration of all intellect, or an abandonmient of .all prineipla. 
And, if I, hb^ Lords, am constrained by ordinary foeltBgs» of 
humani^ forthe Noble Promerrandrespeict for your Lotdi^ps, 
to apologise for placing him in this position, even in Jsney^ibcrfore 
the Nation, oh I how^ my Lords, shall, he < apologise-4iow enter 
into the Royal presenee-<^ow li£t his ajres-to meet, not the man-^ 
not the equal— -not the 'firiend^^but, the Soveraign I whom, 'ekma he 
has confided his Government, his Di^ty, his Honor,, to his care, 
he would ensnare, by his counsels, into that actoal oondition 
before his Country^ and his God t^^frbm which^ when he beholdB 
himself in it, even in the mirror of imagination^ he recoils,: and 
justly recoils from the imagevwitl»''horror and disgust? 

Permit me, my Lords, to- waivei all technicalities. of legal dis- 
quisitions and distinctions — ^to leaveto the; noble Premierall the 
latitude of freed^n in his LsgislatiDe Conseienoet and oUigation 



in his Simutwe €fon»ciene$y on wMch he attmapts U> vindicate 
this Bill<*^let me give hitti all (he advantages of evitry plea»' that 
aH the Jesuits in Rome, and aU the Statesmen in the Cabinet 
eau ittake, aad on the piain^ honest pribeiples ol^ British JusCiee, 
atid of Hofy Tni<^^ atiow mb^- my Lords^ to lay the Bible and 
BladfiBltoii«& before hhn, on' die table <^ yomr Lordship's Right 
Honorable Moase> and to ask him, one sin^e question. 

Wdttid he venture td stand before the Peers of England^ and 
to iaie 6ie sUnetion, with whidi yotti^ Lordship's angnst Assembly 
ratifi^ its d^Iarationl— 'wotdd he, my Lords, with this trust 
vesfM in hhnself, as it is vested in his Sovereign, look your 
Lordships and the British £mpti*e in the fiu^, and lay his hand 
upon his breilsft and say,-^ 

And', *^ l^fHm fng horior^ I wmM gifbe vp nu^ Trwty wnd 
bring ifh or poM thai BUI** 

it ht w^tthi not dar 6 to d6 so, my Lofdd, if his Lordship nlust 
confess that no man of underisfanding, or of conscience, ooold dare 
ticrgivd utterance t6 an assertion, i^ch as this,»^-^hein how, iiiy 
]!K>rds, can any man venture to counsel to his Royal Master — 
how attempt, by any sophistry, to reconcile to the conscience, 
anfd tmderstanding of "^ his Sorere^, what he nratt ebnfess before 
ybur Lordships and the British Bitipi^ to be irreeoncilable and 
repugntot to his own ? 

How ca»he preiuittte to call upon yoCir Lordships-^^-Jto call upott 
the Peets of England, upon thi$ Judges^ and Ihe Bishops of the 
land, to send up to theii^ Sovereigti a Billy whi(^, whether con* 
sidered in reference fo dicmselv^, t^r to their Monarchy involves 
ih it a principle, alike Kbhorrentiirom evdiy similifade of Truth, 
of Law, of Justice, and of Religion? 

tf your Lcird^hipii weri^'to see Aie Ntfble Priemier about to fall 
ibtb Sttch air bfitnice himself, a^ fhns to take, and thus to violate 
ah oath. IdtheVemyLords, a friend-^-^is there even an opponent 
of the Nobl^ Earl itr all your Right Hohoifs^le House, wh<i 
wbufd not strain every powe^i' who ^uld not exert every energy 
t<i' res(^^ Mm from faliihj^ mto sucli irrepardbl^ ruin P^^-^^-and 
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O my Lords, if that Noble Earl is so . blinded and misled by a 
peirerse and fatal policy, as to do wo^se than . eommit this act 
himself, by urging it through a tissue of delusive and;deBtniQti?e 
sophistry upon the conscience of his Royal ' Master— rwh«!e mj 
Lords is the Sovereign to hope for refuge and redress^ if tke. Peers 
of his realm, the pillars and guardians of his Royal throne^ 
do not rally round his Sacred Person at a crisis: such .-as this ? 
Would your Lordships form a phalanx around your Momnvh, 
and sacrifice your own lives to rescue him from death, aiMi -wiU 
you my Lords desert him, when a base and anticfaristifm policy 
would endeavour to involve his Royal conscience in that to irhich 
a thousand deaths were preferable ? Yea, my Lords, whenr that 
very same policy would seek to impose upon your Lorddiiips, 
and make your Lordships the abettors and accessaries to tiie 
crime, by attempting to palm such a bill as this upon jour 
consiences and understanding. 

But my Lords, when your Lordships shall individually consider 
the case as applied personally to yourselves — when your >. Lord- 
ships eadi, shall ask the question of his own breast; << If that 
^< trust were vested in me ; could I undertake that trust ?— could 
^< I take that oath to maintain it ? — and. could I consent 
«< for any human power to abandon it?"-*»-if then, my.Loi;4s, 
if there is not a Peer within the British Realms^ who woi|ld 
not shudder to commit the crime — if even the Noble Premier 
himself must recoil from the act when brought home to him 
plainly and faithfully as has been done — ^if common sense and 
principle, not to speak of duty to a Sovereign, forbid that a man 
should counsel his Monardi, to an act, from which he would rev^t 
himself-^if theire is not a Judge in the Land, who will deny, 
that the Law has vested tiie Trust as I have stated it, in^^the 
Crown— and if it does not need a Bishop to assert, that an Oath 
upon the Bible, to muntain a Trust, must bind the Man, w)ip 
takes that Oath, to its observance— *then I say, my Lords, while 
the Record of l^is nefarious Bill, shall remain upon th^ page 
of Britidb History — awhile facts shall find a place, within the 
Annals of your Country— while Perjury, shall be called a crime. 
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and Truth, a virtue— while Blackstone, shall be a Standard of 
the Law, and the Bible, the authority of the Christian Faith,, 
of Britain— 60 long shall the Noble Premier stand, convicted, 
before the Principle— ^e Truth— the Justice— and the Religioui 
of the Nation, 

1st. Of a Profane, Unconstitutional attiempt to subvert by 
this bill the Established Church of Ireland^— 

2d; Of counselling a direct act of Perjury to the Crown^ in 
advising his Royal Master to violate the solemn compact, ratir 
filed with his People, in his Coronation Oath« — 

dd. Of having even had the temerity, to represent our 
Gracious Sovereign, as doing the act, to which he presumes to 
counsel him, as if he were thus endeavouring to gain his end, 
and screen himself, in the attempt, to implicate. by anticipation 
^ven the Sacred Person of our Monarch. 

And, my Lords, while the Church can, both by the UsiEtge, and 
the Law of England, and by every principle of Equity and Justice, 
improve, amend, and reform any abuses, (and she has several, 
that need to be reformed,) and while she can, with her King at 
her head, by her Bishops, and Clergy in convocation, lawfully 
assembled, tax her Livings, or her Bishopricks, to any given 
amount, and have her acts ratified into Law, by Parliament* I 
affirm, humbly, but most confidently, my Lords, though addressing 
the most enlighted body of Statesmen in the world— I affirm in the 
presence of every Lawyer, in Westminster Hall, that, thanks to the 
grieat and venerable wisdom, of our Ancestors-^thanks to the admi- 
raHe structure of the British Constitution, in apart, which as yet 
tlie Minister has been unable to overtum-i— shanks to the Conven- 
tion, of 1688, which reduced tlie King's contract to ^^ a plain cer^ 
totn^," and made that contract, the Coronation Oath — thanks, 
fibbve all, to the overruling, and protecting power, and providence, 
of our God; the Church is so secured, by the Statute Law of 
England, and the Coronation Oath of the King — that such a spo- 
liation never can be perpetrated to subserve any criminal policy, 
or to please any Infidel or Popish Mob — ^unless, an act of unpa- 
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raileled, political profligacy in a Minister, aboiild stiQQoed, in 
forcing an act of tremendous perjury, upon the Crown* 

And now, my Lords,^ I have done. The Church of Jj^thm^ 
demands a disduurge of duty, in another quarter. It is 4>f aci 
consequence to your Lordships who the writer of the^e peges. i|i« 

Whatever principles of truth, of justicp« and of religion, are 
contained within them, let me humhly enti)^ ypur JLord" 
ship^ to ascribe them in common to the.body of the.Irish Cleigy, 
than whom there does not exist a body. of Ministers n^M^ 9Q9pr* 
thy to be made a subject of insnlt and contempt, S9<& 1^ thi^BQl^ 
so dishonorable to its projectors, would oSer to them* 

Whatever evils or errors your Lordships' wisdom mi^ discover 
in this address, and no doubt they must be many, per|nit me to 
assure your Lordships that they are to be. ascribed: solely to the 
writer ; but if there be any inconsistent with that profound as- 
pect which is due to your Lordships* dignity, and .s^ll naoi^ with 
Uiat dutiful reverience that is due to our Gracious Spvereig^ ^r- 
mit me to assure your Lordships, that they hi^ve arisen from l^iadU 
vertence, in treating of a subject, perhi^ the most difficult 9^ 
delicate that could be written on in su^ circumstances, and; 
therefore, I humbly entreat your Lordships will forgive theoai. 

But, my Lords, with the most profound and dutiful respect for 
all the constituted authorities, and dignities qf this world*.! caxf^ot 
forget that there is an authority, a dignity, thl^t, in o^e sense, is 
higher than them all-^-r-and it is that' of ,him, /yvfao, holding up his 
Masters Sacred Truth, as a servant of theKipg of kipgs and Lord 
of lords, calls upon his fellow-men, , wblttever be their rank, tp 
discharge their duty in that sphere, in which their Qod ha^ placed 
them; and therefore, my Lords, ns a Mini^t^r of t^e God of 
Hewen and Earth, whether I consider this Bill }n reference to 
the conscience of our Gracious Sover^ignrr-Qr to the evils whjych 
it must accumulate on this land, already overwhelmed with guilt 
and Riperstition, or in reference to that tnie luid holy Religion of 
our Established. Church, which it necessarily weakens and ;lajs 
open to the inroads of infidel idolatry. I can say, my Lords, 
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that in calling on your Lordships in the name of God to cast out 
this Bill with a righteous indignation, from your House, I am ful- 
filling the duties of my own conscience, and calling on your Lord- 
ship to discharge, as legislators, your most solemn and most 
imperative duty to your King, your Country, and your God. 

I have the honor to he, 
My Lords, 

With profound and respectful submission, 

Your Lordships' most faithful 

And most obedient 

Humble Servant, 

A MINISTER OF THE CHURCH OF IRELAND. 



PLAIN, SOLEMN, AND FAITHFUL 



APPEAL 



TO THE 



MOST REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 



HIS GRACE THE 



LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 



« Moreover, it is required in Stewards, tliat a man be found faithful. "~1 Cor. 4. 2. 



LONDON : 
HATCHARD AND SON, PICCADILLY, 

R. M. TIMS, ORAFTON-STRBET, DUBLIN. 

1833. 



I . 



r .'' ^ 



J r • 



A PLAIN SOLEMN AND FAITHFUL 

APPEAL, &c. &c- 



My Lord Abchbishop of Canterbury, 

Tlie present awful crisis of our Church, and our Country, will 
plead the apology of any Minister of our Communion, for 
approaching your Grace. Permit me then, my Lord, to come 
with idl that reverence, that is due to your Grace's exalted rank, 
and wt^ all that personal respect, that is due to your Grace's 
character. 

I should grieve, my Lord, to he constrained to make this appeal 
to your Grace, as an Umpire in this disastrous cause ; did I not 
believe, that the consciousness of performing your sacred duty, 
would, even in the most painful, and trying circumstances, coun- 
terbalance all the difficulties that might embarrass its discharge ; 
and that your Grace would ever be ready, with all the efforts of 
your understanding, and all the feelings of your heart, with all the 
dignity of your office, and all the powers, with which that dignity 
invests you, to respond to an appeal, made in that behalf, which 
is the subject of your Grace's constant prayer, << the advancement 
of God's glory, the good of his Church, the honor of his Sacred 
Majesty, and the safety and welfare of his Kingdom." 

Your Grace is placed, by the Permission, and Providence of 
QoA, in die most exidted station in that Church, whose holy and 

o 



44 

Yenerable principles are " built on the foundation of the Apostles, 
and Prophets — Jes%is Christ himself, being the chief comer 
stone ;" — and I trust, my Lord, you are placed there to manifest, 
at this eventful crisis, the spiritual wisdom of our Ancestors, 
who have given to the highest Officer in the Church, the precedence 
of all the dignities, but that of Royalty in the state, and placed 
him to follow the next, and nearest, in the train of the King, and 
Father of his People. Yes, my Lord, when Reli^oai . rises up 
in all the native majesty of Truth, to vindicate the honor of insulted 
Virtue, and abash the hardened front of Vice. — ^When, ^^ reasoning^ 
of righteousness, temperance and judgmetU to come," she can 
make the Heathen Legislator, to tremble, even on his seat of 
office — ^when looking up to Heaven, with the Psalmist, she can 
say, « / wiU speaJc of thy testimonies, even before Kings, and 
will not be ashamed;" — ^then, my Lord, it is the noblest sight 
that ever blessed a Nation's eyes, to see her " rear her mitred 
head in Senates ;** — ^holding up the Word of Life, as a light unto 
her Monarch's feet — lifting it on high, as a Beacon to the People, 
.^he appears at once, the Guardian of their security, in this world, 
and the Guide of their salvation, in the next. She hallows the 
authority of Earth, by investing it, with the sanctity of Heaven ; 
and seems like an Angel, placed at the Fountain head, to bless, 
and purify the streams of Law, of Justice, and of Mercy, like 
him who descended to impart their virtues to the Waters, and 
endued them with healing energy, and power, to bless the eagee 
expectant, that waited on their bank. 

Never, my Lord, were all the principles of true Religion so 
called forth, in Britain, as at the present crisis of her fate— ^ 
never were the Digpitaries qf the Church so called on to stand 
up as the witnesses for their God and the supporters of dieir 
King. The axe of infidelity and superstition is laid to the \&f^ 
root of their Church — the Pillars of the British .Throne are 
shaking to their foundation. Never, my /Lord, was man, who 
filled the high and holy office entrusted to your Grace, so called 
on to plant his foot, before a Nation's eyes, upon the Rock of 
Ages, and stand, as it is his mi^ty privilege to stand, in the 
strength pf the Eternal God — ^unmoved and immoveable before 
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the world.—- >May the Almighty Lord of Heaven and Earth pour' 
down His strength and Spirit on your Grace's head^ and give you : 
so to stand in this most trying hour^— that washed in the precious 
Mood of Him who died for sinners, and covered in the rohe bf 
His unspotted righteousness, you may glorify His Holy Name--^" 
you may stand a faithful witn^s of his truth, and lift yotir head ' 
widi joy at the coming, and the kingdom, of << the Shepherd' 
and Brahop of souls ! ! " 

I need not, my Lord, reci^itulate the evils, and the dangers 
adverted to, in the address prefixed to this appeal. The meditated 
crime, not only against our Church, hut against the conscience, 
of our Gracious Sovereign, has heen proved — unanswerably proved, 
to be a direct violation bf the Laws of the Realm — ^Laws, which, 
relating to a Trust, that is vested in the King, and which the 
King is bound, by his Coronation Oath to maintain, cannot be 
called into question by the Minister, without a high offence against 
the Monarch. The nature, and extent of this offence, it is, my 
Lord, the object of this appeal, to shew — I bring it and place it- 
at once, in the plainest, clearest light, and in the presence of that 
Holy Church, over which, your Grace, is appointed to preside — • 
in the presence of the United Empire — in the presence of our 
much injured Sovereign — and in the presence of the King of 
kings, the Lord, and Judge of Heaven, and Earth— I appeal tor 
you, my Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, and solemnly adjure 
you, 'to pronounce your faithful decision, on the Question which 
is now proposed. 

Let me recal your Grace's recollection to that day when the 
King, and all the Nobles of his Land, were assembled to hold 
the solemn ceremony of the Coronation — ^when your Grace stood 
forth befin'e the sacred person of the Monarch, and acting in the 
dischai^e of that duty which the Law of England has imposed 
Hpon your holy of&oe, you stood as the servant of the Most High 
God, as the witness of the compact that binds the Monarch to 
his people, to administer the Coronation Oath-— when all around^ 
were looking on with reverential awe, and expectation — ^when this 
Diadem was borne, hy the appointed Ministers of State, to be 
placed by your Grace's hand, upon that sacred, and anointed 
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head* Let ne now sappose^ my Lord, that nhen yoat €rraetf ^ 
proposed that solemn QuestioDy on which, the maintenanfe» mod 
protection of the Religion of the Nation, rests secured— 

** God, Ae true prqfemon ofiheGoipe^ and iSu PmUtlmU Re- 
** firmed EeUguMf EHahUtihed hy the Limf mid, wiUyan p i^m $rm 
*^ unto A»BMop9,€md Clergy of ihiiReaJhrn^ and to the Chmrekee 
*< committed to their charge^ aU such righie ondprml^ee, ae ig^ 
<< Lawy do, or shall appertam to Uiean, or any of tiiem f* 

It, I say, my Lord — when your Grace pn^posed this solemn qaee- 
tion, and when the King had answered in the prescribed form ^AU 
ihU I promise to dtT — bis Majesty had added, ^^Bvl mg Lord 
Archbishop of Casiierlniryf I shall consent to Ae Prime M m tiaie r 
to cut off ten Bishops — to confiscate Aeir sees topasf paruh eeso"^ 
to appoint a Commission which shaU supersede J^nscopal em- 
ihorify over the Clergy^ by dissolving their Unions, and skail 
suspend presentation of Clergymen over certain districts of tke 
land, wi&^ various other measures which may hereafter be d ee m ed 
esfpedient to please my Roman Catholic subjects'* — li, I say, my 
Lord, the King had thus expressed the intention of ad<^ing or 
consenting to the regulations of this bill, I ask you, my Lord 
Archbishc^, in the presence of that God, in whose name and fay 
whose authority your Grace was administering that solenm Oatliy 

WOULD YOU, OR COULD YOU HAVE PLACED THE 
CROWN UPON YOUR MONARCH'S HEAD ? 

I need not anticipate the answer of a Christian Prelate, thai 
** You would have sooner laid your own upon the block.'' 

What, my Lord, would you have done ? What powers of <* 
Painter could do justice to such a scene ? You would have raised 
your eyes to Heaven for strength, which Heaven alone could have 
given to human heart at such a moment—- You would have beiit 
them down with holy grief and pity on your Monarch ; — and while 
the Bible trembled in your convulsed and pakied hand, you would 
have turned to look upon the Nobles that stood around-*-atid 
read in all their amazed and agitated countenances, and seen on 
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ftU tlietr quiietiBg tipSy a Md aBsent to the seotence that w<m^ 
faltered ifrom your tonguet that ^*^the solemn .eerematMf mtui be 
stoppedy for thett none could think these words jftroeeeded fi-mn a ' 
Bemg aceowikMe or responsible either to God or Mam 1 1 1 ' W 

O mj Lord. Archbiahop* paidoii, I beseech your Giace> that 
Lhava dared^ even m knaginationy to suppoae such wonb to pro- 
ceed fioom the Sacred lips of our most Gracious Sorereign; pardoo, 
my Lord, that compelled by sad necessity, I have dared even to knar 
gine a scene the veiy thought of which must inflict a Intter pang 
upon your Grace's heart. 

But, my Ixird, if every feeling of respect and loyalty, and 
honor for our Gracious Monarch, bids me lay my head in the 
dust and apologize for attributing, even in ima^nation, the bare 
expression of such an intention to the Royal mind ; then, Who or 
What is he my Lord, that dare»— «ot to imagine the intenti<m, but 
tp counsel to his Sovereign the veiy act itself ? — ^Who, or What is he 
my Lord, who, when in virtue of that Solemn Oath, the Crown was 
placed upon his Sovereign's head*— blares in the face of a nation that 
bean the name of Christian, to counsel such a violation of 
that Oath ; that you my Lord, are witness between the Nation and 
the King, and between both and Heaven, that the bare expressed 
intention of such an act, had suspended to this hour the diadem, 
even when it hung over the Monarch's brow ? 

If I must humbly apologize to your Grace, for inflicting on your 
mind the. pang of placing, even in imagination, your Royal 
Master before you in the attitude even of expressing an intention 
so at variance with the Oath you were administering^— then. 
Who, or What is he my Lord, that dares to come into your 
Most Reverend Presence, and confesses that he counsels not 
the intention, but the veiy act itself to his Sfovereign— who 
presumes to call on you my Lord, 'to call en your Moat 
Reverend, and Right Reverend Brethren, to call en the Noble 
and learned Judges of the land, and to call on all the Peers of 
England, not only to suffer, but to be accessaries, in the crime 
-^to join him in the attemp^*-to deceive — to blind the under^ 
standing and conscience of their Sovereign, and to make that deed 
a part mid parcel of the law of England, which would entail dis- 
^nor and guilt upon her Crown«-<lisgraoet eternal disgrace, upon 
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her His^ry— ^hicfa would shake to their very foundation the pillani. 
of her Throne— and subvert the very existence of her holj and ^ 
Established Religion I 

O I iny Lord Archbishop^ on ¥diat gloomy days we are Cslim T-. 
ifdien England's Morals, and En^aod's Religion, and Euf^aod's 
Truth, and Virtue, and Honor, are so km,; that they hold out 
the prospect of impunity, to him, who can insult them with an act ' 
likethisl 

The infidel historian. Gibbon, faking of the Religious Senti* 
ments, even of the Pagans, says : — 

. ^ They knew, and valued the advantages of Religion, as it is 
** connected with civil Government ;" *< and they respected, aa 
<< the firmest bond of society, the useful persuasion that either: 
<< in this or in a future life, the crime of perjury is most assuredly* 
** punished by the avenging gods/' And the Heathen Poet him- 
self has represented the contempt of oaths as foremost aasong. 
the most awful proofs of national abandonment and degradation^ 
in Pagan Rome, during the accelerating progress of her final 
ruin. But amidst all the examples of crime that he has set'before. 
us, he does not produce the instance of a man who sought ta^ 
incorporate an act of perjury among the laws of his unhappy- 
country. • . » 

But, my Lord, if such a Bill as this should pass the Parliai 
ment of England, Pagan Rome and Pagan gods shall rise in 
the judgment, and condemn her at the bar of that God whom shoi 
professes to adore. 

What bond of civil government or social life-^what administra-^ 
tion of justice — ^what dispensation of the laws— what sanctions of 
religion— 'what ties of private life-<»what sanctuary for the humaii. 
heart — ^what hope of man on earth can be safe or sacred, were the 
nation polluted by a crime like this ; — ^when private Virtue and 
public Truth^-*the Religion-*-the Laws— the Justice — ^the Govern? 
inent of the Land, were to be all corrupted and poisoned at the veryt 
fountain head, and to flow down with dark infection in their streams*, 
through all the extremities 4>f a disgraced, dishonored Nation^?. 

O I my Lord Archbishop, this, this is the moment for Religion-, 
to arise, and lift her high and holy form in Senates, and in all hoc 
native, grace and digi\ity, confident and mighty, in the powAC 
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of her God, to stand forth the Vindicator of her own insulted 
^majesty — ^the Guardian of her Sovereign's honor— the Protector of 
her Country's Laws. 

To you, my Lord Archbishop— to your Grace, I say, who are 
/placed i» preside oyer that Church, whose ruin is portended, and 
who wei«l the Adin]nistrator,and the Witness, between your Country 
and your God> of that solemn Compact, which is to be violated 
-by this Bill ; the Church, the Nation, look at this eventful crisis. 

To you, my Lord^ they look, to stand up the first, and fore- 
most, in the British Senate, and lift your holy hands, in high and 
solemn denunciation of a crime, pregnant with ruin to your 
Country-— destruction to your Church— dishonor to your Sove- 
reign, and insult to your God. 

To ybu, my Lord, they look, to go, with dutiful fidelity, to 
,lhe feet of your most gracious Sovereign, to disabuse the Royal 
mind of every influence produced by the unworthy sophistry of 
those who ought to be, not the betrayers, but, the guardians of his 
coBSciehce and his . honor— to compare the provisions of this un- 
principled Bill with the clear, explicit words of that most sacred 
Obligation. And O, my Lord, may the Eternal Spirit endue 
your Grace with wisdom and strength proportioned to your duty— - 
may your soul be lifted up in the power of the faith of Him who 
dsedfc^ sinners, when you yourself shall think, and shall remind 
your Royal Master, of that great day, when you shall stand toge- 
ther before the King of kings ; when all respect of persons shall 
Jiiave passed away, when the Crozier and the Sceptre, the Mitre 
and the Crown ^ shall alike be crumbled into dust — and nothing 
shall remain of all these dignities, but the deep responsibility 
attached to those who had been here entrusted with such mighty 
talents. And, O my Lord, when pleading the cause of you^ 
Religion, befbrethe Senate, may your Grace be endued with 
strength and wisdom, from on high, as you temper the power 
of thie Christian Patriot, with the gracious offices of the 
Christian Prelate; and while with all the fire and dignity of the 
former, you denounce the crime, O may your Grace be blessed 
and guided, as you call th6 criminal to repentance. O may your 
Oimce be strengthened, in thevery act of vindicating our venerable 
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Church firom this assault to show what is that truth, that makes 
her worth defeBding—- that instead of the heartless, hopeless miuy 
entailed by Infidelity, on the immortal Spirit— instead of tiie host 
of lying refuges for sin, with whidi the Superstition, to whidi she 
would be saorificed, b^mles the miserable sinner— She hokls 
forih to a lost, and guilty world, the rich, the free, the fiiU sahra- 
tion of a crucified, and risen Saviour, and gives to man, the only 
M^id ple<%e of peace and happiness in this world, by bringing 
before his heart and hope, the only sure salvation in ^at which. 
it to come. • 

My Lord Archbishop, if the object of this Bill, were, but to 
Uow a feather to the winds, it were an awfiil crime, if that feather 
were to be blown, by the breath of perjury. And this were of 
itself, enough to call all those, who bear the name of Christian, 
or even of men of princij^ or honor, to oppose it* But be not 
deceived my Lord — it is not the contemptible question, whedier 
a Minister of state is to be din^ipointed in the object of his policy, 
his popularity, or his ambitioD-^nor wfaedier a certain bill is to 
be throvm out, or to pass the Houses of Parliament--ao my 
Lord, nor even whether the Crown is to be placed upon a British 
Monarch's brow. But this my Lord, is the question. Whether the 
Word and Glory of the Holy and Eternal Grod are to be sacrificed 
to the camid policjr of a weak and sinful man— whether the 
immortal souls of thousands and of millions are to be given over 
and consigned to dark and antidiristian superstitions— whether 
the Beacon of eternal life is, as far as human power can effect it, 
to be quenched— -or lighted, and held up on high for guilty Ireland ? 
Nor does it concern Ireland alone, my Lord — ^the very existence 
of the Church of England hangs upon this question; K once 
the principle is admitted and the precedent established, that not 
only without the consent but in open and ccmtemptnous defiance 
of the Bishf^ and Clei^, the Church is to be made the tem* 
poral toy of a Minister and a House of Commons, the breach 
is made ; Infidelity and Superstition may go in and ou^ and 
plunder and overturn, as they please — the bulwarks of our holy 
Church, cemented by the blood of her Martyrs, are bfoken down*^ 
and the work of min shaH have coinawneed in a maanef 
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appropriately suited to its consummation — ^and having begun in 
the violation of all Christian Truth, shall go on to the utter 
subversion of the Christian Religion in the Country. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord Archbishop, your Grace's 
Most faithful, and most obedient 
Humble Servant, 



A MINISTER OF THE CHURCH OF IRELAND. 



June, 1833. 
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